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under the Ryoiwar system the land which is cultivated but does
not produce is exempted from Government charge, and that it
rests with the ryot to take up or relinquish the engagement at
pleasure. This choice of liability has been styled, with what
attempt at irony we know iwt, (freedom of action;' the
phrase may probably carry a hidden compliment to the system
which admits it. But t-> call that fnwh.ti, of action, which has
only engendered a perilous amount of uncertainty in the fiscal
department, and allowed the ryot a licence which is futally capri-
cious and Miicidal, is hardly less ridiculous than to say of a man
who had cut off his nose to spite his lace., that he enjoyed a
greater amount of freedom of action than ihobC who shew a
greater legard lor their nasal organ.

As if the system was not essentially defective, a sudden in-
crease of half a million of the land revenue drove Madras officers
wild with a paroxysm of joy. The different causes which com-
bined to produce this momentary relief were too deep for the
comprehension of those who are too wise to doubt their convic-
tions. Yet how they contrive to get over the matter of irriga-
tion, how they manage to explain away the rise in price, the
equitable reduction of assessment, and the first fruits of European
capital and enterprise,, it is impossible to surmise; but fortunate-
ly the glee-making did not endure long, and a sudden fall
has again established the intrinsic worthlessnoss of the llyot-
war system. Whether it is safe to trust to a system so mis-
chievously uncertain, as to admit of a fall in icvenne of nearly
l,OUtOO,Ut)0 liupees within two years, cannot long puzzle a mind
uninfluenced by pet theories.

The amount wasted on the collectors of public revenue in
Madras is said to be equal to tie revenue it brings, A spiteful
Bengal civilian considers it more than equal. Thirty seven
thousand revenue collectors, if brave and honest men, could be
drilled into a formidable army, but it seems that they are too well
pleased with the judicial depreciations which they have so long
curried on with success to emulate the uncertain glories of war,
Yet with tins legion at our command concealed cultivation costs?
Government over half a 'million a year. It would., however, be
unreasonable to expect any othe^ result when needy informers
and village headmen are the only checks on dishonest cultivators;
when so much has to be trustee! to their love of fair play, to their
honesty, to their dislike of interference with private interests,